In vivo transfer of delayed hypersensitivity to Trypanosoma cruzi antigens with polysomal immune RNA.
The polysomal immune RNA (iRNA) was extracted from the spleens of mice infected with Trypanosoma cruzi. The RNA isolated from normal (nRNA) animals served as control. We found that the polysomal iRNA is able to transfer delayed-type hypersensitivity (DTH) in vivo to T. cruzi antigens as assessed by the inhibition of cell migration assay and skin test. We also demonstrated that this phenomenon is antigen specific. The polysomal iRNA preparations were fractionated by affinity chromatography on oligo (dT)-cellulose column. Our results suggest that the poly (A)-containing iRNA is the fraction responsible for transferring DTH in vivo to T. cruzi antigens.